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The Mountain Within – every mountain is a level playing field

Inspiring new film released at Special Olympics

The new drama documentary film “The Mountain Within”, in which seven climbers with disabilities and their buddies face the challenge of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, will embark on its national release in conjunction with the Special Olympics GB in Leicester on 26th and 27th July.  

Produced by BRAG Productions and FocusUp Media, the 85 minute film provides a powerful insight into the internal and external journeys of the group as they take on one of the most feared and revered mountains.  In doing so, they show us that ultimately we all face the same challenges and that it is often our hearts and minds, rather than our bodies, that limit us. Wonderful stories – told with sensitivity and humour – emerge as the climbers discover their inner strengths as the demands of the climb take their toll.
The climb was organised by UK charity Enham, which gives those with disabilities opportunities to make real choices for a fulfilling and successful life.  The screenings are a joint initiative by Special Olympics GB, BRAG Productions and Showcase Cinema de Lux.  50% of the monies raised from the screenings will go to the Special Olympics GB. 
Director of BRAG Productions and producer of the film, Gregory Rinaldi, said, “Bringing the film to such a relevant audience whilst raising money for such a great cause is really exciting.  Many of the challenges faced by our climbers have parallels with those faced by competitors in the Special Olympics and I am sure that audiences will be moved and entertained in equal measure by the stories.  We are delighted to be working with Special Olympics GB, Showcase Cinema de Lux and the people of Leicester to give the film the exposure it deserves.”
Special Olympics GB added, “The Mountain Within embodies much of what our athletes will achieve at the 2009 National Summer Games.  The challenges the climbers faced are comparable with those faced by our competitors.  The key focus is on Ability.  We are delighted BRAG Productions and Showcase Cinema de Lux have teamed up to bring the film to a Leicester audience to help raise funds for Special Olympics Great Britain.” 
Produced by Gregory Rinaldi and Alison Baxter, The Mountain Within was directed by Kyle Portbury (My Brother Marvin).  Cinematography was by Emmy award-winning Gordon Brown (3 Peaks 3 Weeks) and the music was composed by Michael Price (Wild Child, Children of Men, Hot Fuzz).  Editing was by Kate Coggins (I Could Never Be Your Woman, Strength and Honour). 
The film will be screened in the new high-tech Showcase Cinema de Lux at the Highcross shopping centre in Leicester on the 26th and 27th of July at 7pm. Tickets can be purchased at the cinema Box Office, online at www.cinemadelux.co.uk or by telephone on 0871 220 1000.
-ends-
For further information, preview dvd and press tickets please contact Mary Collins on +44 (0) 7769 670 516 or at m.collins.599@btinternet.com
Gregory Rinaldi is available for interview.  Full biographies of all the climbers are also available.

Notes for editors:
BRAG Productions was formed in 2008 by Gregory Rinaldi and Alison Baxter, the producers of the Mountain Within.  They currently have several film projects in development. www.bragproductions.com  www.themountainwithin.com
The Special Olympics will attract more than 4,000 people to Leicester to be part of the games, which are set to feature around 21 sports in a wide range of sporting venues from July 25th to 31st 2009.  The opening ceremony for the games will take place at the Walkers Stadium on July 25th, 2009.  Special Olympics GB currently serves over 8,000 athletes who take part in year-round sports training and competition programmes.  www.sol2009.com
Enham has helped change thousands of lives for 90 years by seeking to improve equality of opportunity and empowering those with disabilities to realise their full potential. Working mainly in the South of England, their services help those with disabilities to find work, live more independently and have a better quality of life. www.enham.org.uk
Showcase Cinema de Lux offers cinemagoers the latest films, special programming and contemporary dining.  The cinema features the latest sound and projection technology including Dolby Digital Sound as well as full digital 3D projection capability in several screens. www.cinemadelux.co.uk
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